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EDITORIAL 
 
 
The first issue of IFFN in 2010 has been prepared at a time of an extreme heat wave hitting the 
Eastern part of the UNECE region. Currently wildfires burning in formerly drained and now deeply 
desiccated peat lands in Western Russia are burning and emitting smoke that is covering Moscow 
region and the Southwest of Russia. We will report about this extraordinary situation in the second 
issue of 2010. 
 
In this issue the reader will find two essays. In “Forestry and Forest Governance: A Brief Interpretive 
History“ the American fire historian Stephen J. Pyne is opening our eyes towards understanding how 
forestry globalized from Europe to other continents, and how fire was encountered, sometimes with 
misinterpretations and misconceptions, or as evil, often forgetting that natural fires and fire cultures 
had shaped forest dynamics, composition and productivity. In his second essay “The Hand on the 
Torch: A Survey of Woods Arson” the author brings the reader to the roots of universal cultural fire 
history.  
 
The following reports from three countries – Nepal, Guatemala and Cameroon – reveal the 
challenges of fire management today in the post-colonial world of Asia, Central America and Africa, 
and the solutions that emancipated from the traditional views of fire protection in these continents. 
 
Next year – in May 2011 – the 5th International Wildland Fire Conference will be organized in South 
Africa under the lead theme “Addressing Global Change through Integrated Fire Management”. We 
are looking forward to learn more about the advances in fire management in many parts of the world 
where traditional “fire protection” approaches are increasingly replaced by fire management solutions 
that consider ecosystem requirements, cultural practices involving fire use and community-based 
involvement. 
 
 
 
Freiburg – Geneva, July 2010      Johann G. Goldammer 
 


