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Contributions by the UNISDR Global Wildland Fire 
Network:

Reporting from 12 Regional Wildland Fire Networks 
to the Global Assessment of Fire Management
Drafting of the Fire Management Voluntary 
Guidelines
Support the GFMC in developing the review of 
international cooperation in fire management
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UNISDR Regional Wildland Fire Networks
North America – Mesoamerica – South America – Caribbean – Mediterranean – Southeast 

Europe / Caucasus – Subsahara Africa – South Asia – Southeast Asia – Australasia –
Northeast Asia – Central Asia - Baltic
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Review of international Cooperation in Fire 
Management:

(1) Development of international standards, 
methods and systems for fire early warning, 
monitoring, impact assessment and reporting

Terminology
Fire statistics: Development of a coherent global 
database
Fire monitoring
Early warning
International sharing of data and information
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Integration and Coordination of
Existing Monitoring Systems
• To enhance rapid fire detection and classification capabilities at national 

and regional levels
• To create systems for rapid information dissemination



South America 
Fire Monitoring



Southern Africa 
Fire Monitoring



Central America 
Fire Monitoring



Central Asia Fire 
Monitoring



The proposed Global Wildland Fire Early warning 
System – the fire component of the envisaged 
Global Multi-Hazard Early Warning System



Fire Danger maps
Typical data flow

1. Collect noon weather 
observations from 
WMO centres 

2. Transfer data

3. Extract and decode 
weather data; 
interpolate conditions 
to build grid layers in 
a GIS; produce daily 
early warning maps

4. Map products displaying 
current fire danger are 
distributed via WWW and 
GEONETCast Terrain and 

Vegetation 
characteristics



Opportunities of partners to join the 
Global Early Warning System for Wildland Fire

Coordinate with existing and upcoming systems of 
wildland fire early warning and monitoring
http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/fwf/fwf.htm



Review of international Cooperation in Fire 
Management:

(2) Training and technology transfer

Training of fire management personnel
Public / community involvement in fire management
Fire management guidelines



Public / community involvement in fire management:
Towards enhancing the South-South dialogue and technology transfer
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Review of international Cooperation in Fire 
Management:

(3) Support to policy, legal, institutional and 
planning frameworks

Policies, legislation and strategies: National and 
regional
Human safety and health
Human security and peace
International agreements for cooperation in fire 
management, including mutual assistance in fire 
emergencies



Review of international Cooperation in Fire 
Management:

(4) Research

Image / photo credits: NASA, A.A.Hoffmann



Research priority: Smoke and human health

Image / photo credit: A.A.Hoffmann



Cooperative and collective solutions:





4th International Wildland Fire Conference 
Sevilla, Spain, 13-17 May 2007

Thanks for your attention


