HAZE WATCH - 29 June 2004
June 29, 2004
ASEAN Secretariat as the Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre - - The report is compiled by ASEAN Secretariat based on feedback from the relevant ASEAN member countries and will be updated on a daily basis during this critical period - 

Report of Current Situation 

The latest hotspot map available (28 June) indicated isolated afternoon showers in the region. Some smoke plumes were detected in central Sumatra and in northwestern Kalimantan.There were 31 hotspots in Sumatra and Peninsular Malaysia detected by NOAA 12 satellite (09.31 UTC), a decrease over the previous day. Meanwhile, there were 50 hotspots detected by NOAA 12 satellite (09:31) in Kalimantan and Sarawak. 

The recent Southeast Asia Fire Danger Rating maps (dated 27 June) produced by Malaysian Meteorological Service (interpretation by ASEAN Secretariat) shows improvement in terms of ignition potential and fire intensity in Sumatra. The ignition potential map indicates all fine fuels will ignite potentially resulting in many fires in most parts of Borneo, in particular Kalimantan. The general fire danger map indicates that in mixed fuels, severe drought conditions could cause high-intensity fires in southern and western parts of Kalimantan. Both moderate- and high-intensity fires can be very common in other parts of Kalimantan. 

The condition has generally improved. However, increased occurrence of fires and the resulting spells of moderate smoke haze can still be expected from time to time until September or early October. The “peak season” of land clearing activities is during the period of July to August. Therefore, fires and moderate smoke haze are expected to occur during this period. Closer monitoring and greater vigilance should be undertaken during this period. 

Brunei Darussalam has been experiencing heavy rains and strong winds for the past few days. Only slight haze was observed during the lull periods of the day. The air quality in general has remained in good range, with visibility of more than 10 km reported in two airports (International Airport and Kuala Belait). Rainfall is likely, based on the three-day outlook. 

Some hotspots were still detected, mainly in the border of Riau and North Sumatra provinces. The fires were mainly caused by land clearing activities. The air quality condition in Pekanbaru has improved, with a visibility of 10 km. Rainfall is unlikely both in Pekanbaru and Pontianak based on the three-day outlook. Some hotspots were also detected in Pontianak, West Kalimantan. The smoke haze has affected the air quality and visibility. The visibility in Pontianak on 28 June was between 2 to 8 km. 

Situation in Malaysia is similar to the previous day. Air quality was in the moderate and good range. All stations have recorded good and moderate air quality status. No unhealthy air quality has been recorded. Rainfall is likely both in Peninsular and East Malaysia based on the three-day outlook. 

Singapore’s air quality has improved (35) and was within good range with visibility around 10 km reported in two airports. Rainfall is very likely based on the three-day outlook. So far, there has not been any significant haze impact to Singapore. 

Resources Mobilised and Actions Taken 

Department of Environment, Parks and Recreation, Brunei Darussalam is monitoring the situation closely and has increased its ground surveillance and patrol. To anticipate the possible occurrence of haze, a coordination meeting among the relevant authorities is being planned. Brunei Fire Services Department continues to remain vigilant and attempts to extinguish any reported fires. 

Manggala Agni Fire Brigade and Health Agency in Riau are on alert mode to monitor the situation closely and anticipate any possible damages/problems. The Provincial Government of Riau and the One Roof Mechanism team (comprising Ministry of Environment, National Police Department and General Attorney of Indonesia) are preparing a law suit to 10 companies suspected of doing open burning in their areas. The district of Indragiri Hulu of Riau is conducting a campaign on land and forest fire prevention. The Health Agency of Pontianak, West Kalimantan has distributed 3,000 masks directly to the local communities. 

The Department of Environment (DOE), Malaysia continues to be vigilant and is monitoring the situation closely. Measures that have been instituted will be continued. DOE will also investigate the hotspots detected in Sarawak and Peninsular Malaysia. 

Singapore continuously provides updated information on the air quality to the public. ASMC continues to provide satellite information on hotspots and smoke haze in Sumatra and Kalimantan to Ministry of Environment of Indonesia, Ministry of Forestry of Indonesia and the governments of Riau and Jambi Provinces. 

A meeting of Subregional Firefighting Arrangement (SRFA) countries – Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore – is scheduled to be held on 8-9 July 2004 in Singapore. Consultations are being held among the countries to confirm the dates. 

Tuesday, 29 June 2004 

ASEAN Secretariat 

Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre 
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Thick black haze blankets Jambi
June 30, 2004
The Jakarta Post - Jakarta/Jambi/Riau - Thick black haze from hundreds of hectares of peat fires in three regencies in Jambi province has covered Jambi city for four days now. 

Although current visibility is still considered at a normal range of more than 100 meters, many drivers were observed with their headlights on during the day. 

The haze that has become thicker every day has forced motorcyclists to cover their faces with handkerchiefs -- no mask traders were seen in the area, nor were institutions passing out free masks this year. 

Although many residents have started to complain that the thick haze stings their eyes and is causing them to develop respiratory problems, the Jambi administration has yet to issue a statement on the situation. 

The peat fires have also burned down 100 houses at the transmigration settlement of Sungai Gelam III in Batanghari Regency. 

No fatalities were reported in the fires that started on Friday, but all residents of Sungai Gelam III were evacuated to the nearby village of Sumber Agung. 

It is feared that the fires could spread to nearby Sungai Gelam II transmigration settlement due to strong winds, a large number of tree stumps, and houses that were built too close together. 

Field reports state that both residents and officials of the manpower and transmigration office have taken no action to put out the fires. 

In Pekanbaru, Riau, the Meteorology and Geophysics Agency (BMG) reported that weather conditions were improving. Rain, which fell from midnight on Monday through until Tuesday at 2.15 a.m., had swept away much of the haze. 

A chicken-noodle-soup trader, Tukino, 55, had gladly welcomed the rain. "Thank God, because of the heavy downpour last night our well will be full again," he told The Jakarta Post on Tuesday. 

The Environmental Impact Management Agency in Pekanbaru said that as of Monday, there were 130 hot spots spread across several regions, including Siak and Rokan Hulu. 

Environmentalist say that the government seems powerless to act against the fires, which have sprung up in both agricultural and forestry areas. 

"This forest fires are the responsibility of the government. Ministries should not blame each other, because they are supposed to be one team -- the central government," said Emil Salim, former state minister of the environment in a seminar on Forest Management and Illegal Logging at the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) on Tuesday. 

Emil said that local administrations through to the central government, law enforcers and local people were responsible for the fires. 

Head of the Forest Fire Laboratory Division at the Bogor Institute of Agriculture (IPB) Bambang Hero Saharjo said that the slash-and-burn land clearance method was dangerous. 

He further said that the burning of peat caused the loss of water reserves and could even cause floods, as rain water would run to lower ground as the peat had lost its absorption capacity. 

The peat layer contributes greatly to water conservation as it is more porous than other soils. According to research conducted by the forest fire laboratory, a 10 cm reduction in the peat layer will cause the loss of 650 cubic meters of water reserves per hectare. 
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HAZE WATCH - 30 June 2004
June 30, 2004
ASEAN Secretariat as the Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre - - The report is compiled by ASEAN Secretariat based on feedback from the relevant ASEAN member countries and will be updated on a daily basis during this critical period - 

Report of Current Situation 

The haze situation in Sumatra, Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore has generally improved since Sunday, 27 June 2004. Increased shower activities were experienced over Sumatra and the surrounding region. While hotspot activities in Sumatra have decreased in recent days, hotspot activities in West Kalimantan have remained active. A temporary reprieve from the recent haze situation experienced in Sumatra, Peninsular Malaysia and Singapore can be expected. 

The latest hotspot map available (29 June) indicates isolated showers with thunder in the region. There were 40 hotspots detected by NOAA 12 satellite (09:07UTC) in Kalimantan. No hotspots were detected by NOAA 12 in Sumatra. 

The recent Southeast Asia Fire Danger Rating maps (dated 29 June) produced by Malaysian Meteorological Service shows all fine fuels will ignite potentially resulting in many fires in southern part of Sumatra and almost all parts of Kalimantan. The general fire danger map indicates that in mixed fuels, severe drought conditions could cause high-intensity fires in north western and southern parts of Kalimantan. Both moderate- and high-intensity fires can be very common in other parts of Kalimantan and southern parts of Sumatra. 

The air quality condition in Pekanbaru, Riau Province has slightly worsened, particularly in the morning. Visibility is about 2.5 to 10 km. Rainfall is likely in Sumatra. In West Kalimantan, fires were detected in plantation and forest concessions. The air quality condition has reached hazardous level. The visibility was down to 200 m in the morning. The haze situation has disrupted flight schedule in the airport of Pontianak. 

Air quality condition in Malaysia continues to improve. Air quality was in the moderate and good range. Most stations in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak have recorded good air quality and only a few stations have recorded moderate level. No stations have recorded unhealthy air quality. Rainfall is likely both in Peninsular and East Malaysia based on the three-day outlook. 

Singapore’s air quality was within good range (47) with visibility around 10 km reported in two airports. Rainfall is very likely based on the three-day outlook. So far, there has not been any significant haze impact to Singapore. 

Resources Mobilised and Actions Taken 

Manggala Agni Fire Brigade and Health Agency in Riau are still monitoring the situation closely to anticipate any possible damages/problems. The Provincial Government of Riau and the One Roof Mechanism team (comprising Ministry of Environment, National Police Department and General Attorney) are preparing a law suit to 10 companies suspected of doing open burning. The district of Indragiri Hulu of Riau is conducting a campaign on land and forest fire prevention. 

Manggala Agni Fire Brigade of West Kalimantan has been mobilised to suppress the ongoing fires. The Health Agency of Pontianak, West Kalimantan has distributed masks directly to the local communities. 

Investigation on hotspots in Sarawak has been carried out. Aerial and ground surveillance are still being carried out. Fires in three areas in Selangor have been extinguished completely. Legal provisions have also been enforced. 

Singapore continuously provides updated information on the air quality to the public. ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre continues to provide satellite information on hotspots and smoke haze in Sumatra and Kalimantan to Ministry of Environment of Indonesia, Ministry of Forestry of Indonesia and the governments of Riau and Jambi Provinces. 

A meeting of Subregional Firefighting Arrangement (SRFA) countries – Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore – is scheduled to be held on 8-9 July 2004 in Singapore. Consultations are being held among the countries to confirm the dates. 

Wednesday, 30 June 2004 

ASEAN Secretariat 

Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre 
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HAZE WATCH - 1 July 2004
July 01, 2004
ASEAN Secretariat as the Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre - - The report is compiled by ASEAN Secretariat based on feedback from the relevant ASEAN member countries and will be updated on a daily basis during this critical period - 

Report of Current Situation 

The latest hotspot map available (30 June) indicates cloudy conditions with showers and thunder affecting Sumatra. The weather condition over Borneo was mainly fair. There were 22 hotspots detected by NOAA 12 satellite (08.44 UTC) in Kalimantan and Sabah, a decrease over the previous day. Three (3) hotspots were detected by NOAA 12 (10.23 UTC) in Sumatra. 

The recent Southeast Asia Fire Danger Rating System maps (dated 30 June) produced by Malaysian Meteorological Service (interpretation by ASEAN Secretariat) shows all fine fuels will ignite potentially resulting in many fires in southern part of Sumatra and almost all parts of Kalimantan. The general fire danger map indicates that in mixed fuels, severe drought conditions could cause high-intensity fires in north western, southern and eastern parts of Kalimantan. Both moderate- and high-intensity fires can be very common in other parts of Kalimantan. 

The air quality condition in Pekanbaru, Riau Province has improved. Visibility improved to 6 to 10 km. In West Kalimantan, some fires were detected at the border of Pontianak city. The fires, which occurred in peatlands, were caused by land preparation activities by the local communities. The air quality condition in Pontianak was slightly similar to yesterday’s condition (hazardous level). The visibility was about 0.9-8 km. Visibility in Palangkaraya, Central Kalimantan was around 8 to 10 km. 

There have not been any significant changes to the situation in Malaysia. Air quality was in the moderate and good range. Most stations in Peninsular Malaysia, Sabah and Sarawak have recorded good to moderate air quality conditions. No stations have recorded unhealthy air quality condition. Some showers are expected tomorrow in Peninsular and East Malaysia 

Singapore’s air quality was within good range (41) with visibility around 10 km reported in two airports. Rainfall is very likely based on the three-day outlook. So far, there has not been any significant haze impact to Singapore. 

Resources Mobilised and Actions Taken 

The Provincial Government of Riau and the One Roof Mechanism team (comprising Ministry of Environment, National Police Department and General Attorney) are preparing a law suit to 10 companies suspected of doing open burning. Manggala Agni Fire Brigade and Health Agency in Riau are still monitoring the situation closely to anticipate any possible damages/problems. 

Manggala Agni Fire Brigade of West Kalimantan has been mobilised to suppress the ongoing fires. They have also been conducting ground checking to confirm the hotspot data with the actual situation on the ground. 

Field investigation on the hotspots detected in Kelantan and Sarawak is being done. Fires detected in Sarawak through the satellite imagery on 29 June have been put out. Investigation showed that the fires were bush fires and plantation fires. There were delays in reporting due to inaccessibility of the areas. Helicopter will be used today. 

Aerial and ground surveillance are being carried out. Results of aerial and ground surveillance indicated several open burning activities in Central of Peninsular. Actions have been taken to put out the fires and legal provisions have been enforced. 

Singapore continuously provides updated information on the air quality to the public. ASEAN Specialised Meteorological Centre continues to provide satellite information on hotspots and smoke haze in Sumatra and Kalimantan to Ministry of Environment of Indonesia, Ministry of Forestry of Indonesia and the governments of Riau and Jambi Provinces. 

A meeting of Subregional Firefighting Arrangement (SRFA) countries – Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore – is scheduled to be held on 8-9 July 2004 in Singapore. Consultations are being held among the countries to confirm the dates. 

Thursday, 1 July 2004 

ASEAN Secretariat 

Interim ASEAN Coordinating Centre 
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The above articles were extracted from www.haze-online.or.id 

