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Objectives:
• To take stock of the latest scientific developments on the links between ecosystems and their role in DRR 

with a focus on reduction of threats and vulnerabilities as well as increasing resilience of social-ecological 

systems

• To take stock of good practices on ecosystem-based approaches for DRR 

• To enhance the dialogue between the scientific and practitioners communities in order to improve 

knowledge and practice

Rationale:
Ecosystems contribute in many ways to disaster risk reduction (DRR).  However, in some cases, the multi-

dimentional role of  ecosystems in bringing about (i) exposure reduction, (ii) protection, (iii) reduction of 

vulnerability of coupled social-ecological systems, (iv) increased resilience of these systems, and (v) livelihoods 

are still not sufficiently understood. 

The workshop aims at bringing together the scientific and DRR practitioner communities to foster dialogue in 

order to (1) highlight good practices that facilitate the adoption of ecosystem approaches in DRR when this is 

appropriate (2) identify gaps and needs for both communities in maximizing ecosystem services for livelihoods 

and DRR.  

Format:
The workshop comprises oral presentations, a poster display with coffee break discussions, as well as 

“brainstorming” discussions on pre-identified themes.

The number of participants is limited to 40-45 people and the types of hazards considered are the following: 

coastal hazards including (but not limited to), storm surges, hurricanes, tsunamis, flooding, coastal erosion, 

salinisation as well as hazards related to hinterlands such as fires and landslides.

Expected Outputs:
• Workshop proceedings targeting two stakeholder groups: (i) scientists, experts and practitioners and (ii) 

policymakers and decision makers

• Roster of scientists, experts and practitioners working on ecosystems and DRR

• Research agenda and capacity-building needs identified 



Time Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

9.00-10.00 Registration Session II.2

Scientific knowledge, tools & 

methods

Session III.3

Practitioners’ based knowledge, 

tools & methods
10.00-10.30 Intro PEDRR, Objectives

10.30-11.00 Coffee break Coffee break Coffee break

11.00-12.30

Session I.1

Introduction of concepts: focus 

on storm surges & floods

Session II.3

Scientific knowledge, tools & 

methods

Concluding discussion 

(facilitator: UNEP)

Session III

12.30-13.00 Session IV

Integration of concepts –

Preliminary Agenda

Integration of concepts –

implications for implementation

13.00-14.00 Lunch Lunch Lunch

14.00-15.30 Session I.2

Introduction of concepts: focus 

on landslides & wildfires

Concluding discussion 

(facilitator: IUCN)

Session II

Session IV

Integration of concepts –

implications for implementation

15.30-16.00 Coffee break Coffee break Coffee break

16.00-16.30 Concluding discussion 

(facilitator: Torsten Welle-UNU)

Session I

Session III.1 

Practitioners’ based knowledge, 

tools & methods

Concluding discussion for the 

Workshop (facilitator: Fabrice 

Renaud)

16.30-17.30 Session II.1

Scientific knowledge, tools & 

methods

Session III.2

Practitioners’ based knowledge, 

tools & methods

Wrap up

17.30-18.00

Session I: How can we integrate ecosystems, ecosystem management, livelihoods and disaster risk reduction?

Discussion around specific hazards/disasters.

Session II:  Scientific knowledge, tools & methodsSession II:  Scientific knowledge, tools & methods

Ecosystem Services, DRR and livelihoods (examples of ecosystem management in the context of 

DRR and “state of the art” approaches in research) 

Session III: Practitioners’ based knowledge and tools & methods

Ecosystem Services, DRR and livelihoods (examples of ecosystem management in the context of 

DRR and “state of the art” approaches in practice)

Session IV: concluding perspective

How do we improve the implementation of integrated approaches? What is still missing in 

our respective toolboxes and what should be done to bridge the identified gaps?

About PEDRR:
This workshop is an initiative of the Partnership for Environment and Disaster Risk Reduction (PEDRR) which is a global alliance of UN

agencies, NGOs and specialist institutes. PEDRR aims to influence policy, enhance implementation and better coordination efforts in

environmental management for disaster risk reduction, climate change adaptation and sustainable livelihoods. It promotes ecosystem

management as the key strategy to reduce disaster risk, increase local resilience and adapt to a changing climate. (www.pedrr.net )


