Agenda for the webinar

‘Defining bushfire risk and resilience in the everyday landscape: knowledge, communication, practice’

(Formerly: Co-constructing resilience to engage with fire and risk in landscape management)
Times: 
For Europe:  Tuesday, 19 June at 9am (Greece 10am)  

For the US and Canada: Thursday, 21 June   
3pm (Oregon, Washington State)

4pm (Alberta and Northwest Territories, Canada)

5pm (Minnesota)

1. Introduction of the project: 

· researchers and partners
Chief investigators:  

A/Prof Dr Ruth Beilin, Landscape Sociology Group, Department of Resource Management and Geography, Melbourne School of Land and Environment, The University of Melbourne

A/Prof Dr Kevin Tolhurst, Department of Forest and Ecosystem Science, Melbourne School of Land and Environment, The University of Melbourne 
Primary researcher: 
Dr Jana-Axinja Paschen, Landscape Sociology Group, Department of Resource Management and Geography, Melbourne School of Land and Environment, The University of Melbourne
Partners: 

State Government of Victoria, Department of Sustainability and Environment; 

The Office of the Fire Services Commissioner, State Government of Victoria
· outline of the project objectives

· theoretical background and methodology
2. Brief introduction of confirmed participants

Europe:
· Alexander Heijnen, National Program Manager on Wildfire Management, Ministry of Security and Justice, The Netherlands. The Program: public-private approaches to wildfire management for 2012-2016, consisting of 1. regional wildfire prevention programs, for e.g. working with a Dynamic Risk Index; Fire wise Community Program: risk- and crisis communication to create individual and community responsibility, awareness and self-reliance. 2. Strengthening multidisciplinary crisis organisation and developing an alert system. 3. Research: more reliable wildfire management data for better policy; wildfire management training course for landowners, fire management, and public policymakers, investigating benefit of prescribed fires and other interventions to reduce risk.

· Gema Herrero Corral, Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, Spain and ERA-NET, France. Research and projects: WUI areas and fire risk in Spain: legal contexts of wildland fire management, methods for mapping WUIs at different scales, territorial dynamics and land use/ vegetation changes influencing fire risk and WUI territories evolution, establishment of WUI Scenarios for prevention plans and extinction strategies using a ‘Landscape character assessment method’. The European Fire Paradox Project. Currently: ERA-NET project ‘Foresterra’, promoting scientific coordination and integration in forest research topics with countries of the Mediterranean climatic area (including Australia).
· Luciano LourençoInstitute for Geographic Studies, Faculty of Letters of the University of Coimbra, Portugal.
· Ioannis D. Mitsopoulos, Global Fire Monitoring Center (Freiburg, Germany)/European Center of Forest Fires (Athens, Greece). Research Interests: Wildland Fire Behavior, Fuel Modeling, Thermal Analysis of Wildland Fuel, Fire Management and Climate Change. Current research: ‘Development of guidelines for defence of rural settlements and other assets against wildfires. Includes information of local communities on prevention and mitigation measures. The project is part of the European and Mediterranean Major Hazards Agreement, GFMC and ECFF in partnership with the Regional Fire Monitoring Centre, Skopje, Macedonia.
· Ana Sebastian Lopez, GMV Aerospace and Defence S.A. Isaac Newton, 11. P.T.M. Tres Cantos, Madrid, Spain
· Gavriil Xanthopoulos, Inst. of Mediterranean Forest Ecosystems & Forest Products Technology, Greece; The Institute is one of two specialized forest research institutes of the National Agricultural Research Foundation (NAGREF). Other research involvement: the WARM project on European WUIs and the INCA project, developing a disaster prevention methodology focused on WUI areas in Greece.
Canada:

· Tara McGee, Human Geography in the Department of Earth and Atmospheric Sciences at the University of Alberta, Canada. Human dimensions of hazards research group. Research: aiming to help to reduce the impacts of risks and hazards on populations at risk in Canada and elsewhere; Mitigation, preparedness, response, and recovery aspects of hazards, including studies on wildfire mitigation by homeowners and governments, public responses to hazard warnings, research in hazard affected areas, and avalanche safety and preparedness. Non-academic partners: Canadian Forest Service, Alberta Sustainable Resource Development, Parks Canada, Canadian Interagency Forest Fire Centre, Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada, Foothills Model Forest, Institute for Catastrophic Loss Reduction, Atco Electric.
· Kris Johnson, Manager Fire Science, Government of the Northwest Territories, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Fort Smith, Northern Territories, Canada. Current chair for the Canadian Wildland Fire Behaviour Specialist Course, and a core member of the National Ignition Cadre.  Vice President of The International Association of Wildland Fire (IAWF). IAWF mission: to facilitate communication and provide leadership for the Wildland fire community and to provide global linkage for people with shared interest in wildland fire and comprehensive fire management. Kris’ interests involve fuels engineering, fire behaviour, fire prevention, social science and maintaining a strong connection to fire operations. 
USA:

· Pamela J. Jakes, Research Social Scientist, USDA Forest Service, St Paul, Minnesota, USA, focusing on community adaptive capacity to live with wildland fire. Current research: how federal economic stimulus funding on wildfire management projects have contributed to rural community economic stability, how community wildfire protection planning builds community collaborative capacity, how biomass utilization supports fuels reduction projects necessary for reducing community wildfire risk, the social and economic impacts of large fires on rural communities, the social elements of a fire-adapted human community, and how youth wildfire education programs contribute to fire-adapted human communities.  

· Travis B. Paveglio Postdoctoral researcher in the College of Forestry and Conservation at the University of Montana and an adjunct assistant professor at Washington State University. Research in ecology, sociology, natural resource policy and communication, human dimensions of wildfire management and other hazards, including the adoption of mitigation activities, development of wildfire or hazard policy, communication of risk information, and interaction between residents and firefighting professionals. He is currently part of an interdisciplinary research team simulating future wildfire risk in Flathead County, MT under various assumptions about climate change, economic growth, patterns of human development and forest management

3. Purpose of the webinar

· an overview of current approaches, initiatives, relevant policies and practices in wildfire management in WUIs in the participants’ respective countries (participants)
· exploring and exchanging experiences from the research-policy-practice interfaces to identify further research questions/ collaborations, for example:
· understanding the relationships between academic knowledge and practitioners in government and community

· who are the partners and why?
· how to translate fire knowledge to communities – and vice versa?

· what knowledge/ communication gaps can we identify in regards to the research-policy-practice interface? 
· what is the value in social science approaches to risk communication and fire management and how can we make the most of it?

· Envisaging ‘new knowledge production chains’ in WUI fire management: what is important?
· the importance of legislative frameworks

· Are there similar projects in other, NRM or hazard related study areas and what are the results?
· Would these be transferrable/ useful for WUI fire management?

