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INTRODUCTION 
The 5th International Wildland Fire Conference dubbed 
‘Wildfire 2011’ was organised by AfriFireNet, the Sub-
Saharan Wildland Fire Network and sponsored by the South 
African Government, the United States Forest Service and 
others. This conference held in Sun City, is the fifth of its 
kind which takes place every four years.  Previous 
conferences were hosted in Seville, Sydney, Vancouver and 
Boston. 

The Conference was held under the auspices of the United 
Nation’s International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 
(UNISDR) and the Food and Agricultural Organisation.

The theme for this world event was

“Living with Fire - Addressing Global Change through 
Integrated Fire Management”



Cont’d (I)

Topics discussed at the conference were tailored to 
address the following broad concerns which included

- adapting to climate change in a post Kyoto Protocol 
period; 

- cutting-edge technologies in fire detection, monitoring 
and fighting;

- how fire management programmes can help alleviate 
poverty in South Africa and elsewhere; 

- how communities in many countries are preventing and 
fighting fires that would otherwise cause devastation,

- the progress made in drawing up international 
agreements and guidelines for managing wildfires.



Cont’d (II)

The UN Secretary General, Mr. Ban Ki-moon 
conveyed an opening statement to the 
delegates. He reiterated the commitment of the 
UN system to support the efforts of the 
international community to strengthen 
cooperation in fire management.  



Cont’d (III)

The UN Chief stated that “Wildland fires destabilize 
ecosystems and the global atmosphere, and have clear 
implications for human health and security.” He further 
underscored the importance of community-based fire 
management and encouraged the delegates to identify 
real solutions that will help communities and nations to 
better handle the adverse impacts of fires. 



CONFERENCE ISSUES
The conference brought together about 500 
delegates from 61 countries across the globe 
to deliberate on crucial issues that bordered 
broadly on the environment, socioeconomic 
development and recent scientific and 
technological advancements. International 
cooperation among nations, international 
organizations, civil society groups and other 
bodies was noted as being one of the 
effective tools for the realization of desired 
results. 



CONFERENCE STATEMENT / 
RECOMMENDATONS

Thus, the following give a summary of the 
recommendations made which formed part of the 
conference statement. 

The recommendations were carefully made to address 
common international concerns and reflect the 
consensus that priority has to be given:

• Areas of Concern: Increase of fire management 
efforts on terrain contaminated by radioactivity, 
unexploded ordnance, land mines and chemical 
deposits, notably in regions affected by the nuclear 
fallout of the nuclear power plants failures in 
Chernobyl (1986) and Fukushima (2011). Provision of 
necessary awareness and means to protect human 
health and security from wildland fire smoke pollution.
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• Peoples Participation: Creation of operational 

environments where community decision-
making and implementation balance traditional 
and contemporary fire management 
requirements.

Management of fire on its benefits, through 
controlled burning, to improve livelihoods and 
health of local populations, and reduce 
greenhouse gases over vast areas of the globe.



Cont’d
Common International Principles: 

Application of the Voluntary Guidelines 
for Fire Management (FAO, ITTO, 
WHO/UNEP). - Application of ISO Risk 
Management Standards.

• Common International Tools: 
Development of fire weather and early 
warning systems at local to global 
level.



Cont’d  
• International Cooperation: Promotion of 

bilateral and multilateral/regional agreements 
on cooperation in wildland fire management 
and mutual assistance in wildland fire 
emergencies.

• Development of a proposal for a Global 
Agreement on Transboundary Cooperation in 
fire management.



Cont’d
• Efficiency of sharing ground and aerial 

fire management resources: Country 
support for the international Fire Aviation 
Working Group’s project to identify 
appropriate standards and best 
management practices on which to base the 
development of voluntary guidelines.

• Development of policies addressing 
global change and fire: Development of 
adaptive fire policies and strategies for 
mitigation, adaption and protection at 
national to international levels.
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• Support for countries to conduct fire management 

assessments, formulate legal frameworks and 
strategies, build sustainable fire management 
capabilities and institutions, develop fire 
management plans and human resources.

• ***Follow-up International Wildland Fire 
Meetngs/Conferences: Regions should organize 
consultations, bringing together operational fire 
experts and fire scientists globally, within the next 
1-2 years, to further examine fire issues resulting 
from population change and global warming.

• 2nd International Wildland Fire “Summit” of 
operational fire experts and scientists, be held 
within the next 2 to 4 years under the auspices of 
the United Nations to address the global issues  
identified by the Regional Sessions.



WAY AHEAD
Looking to the future, fire risks may 
increase due to various environmental, 
socioeconomic trends of which the most 
frequently mentioned was climate 
change. However, other factors were 
also noted as important such as more 
complex natural vegetation systems with 
higher fuel loads due to land use change. 
Therefore, the development of expertise 
in such areas is very much needed so 
that we are not taken unawares. 



Cont’d
• International and regional 

collaboration and cooperation and 
research should be increased and 
strengthened through sharing of 
knowledge and experiences in wildfire 
management.

• There is the need for further training 
of fire crews and others involved in fire 
management in more sophisticated 
and modern techniques of fire 
detection and suppression.



CONCLUSON 
The 5th International Wildland Fire 
Conference provided a unique opportunity 
and platform for scientists, fire experts, 
government policymakers and other 
professionals around the world to share 
recent research findings, scientific and 
technological advancements on fire 
management and other related issues. The 
conference participants deliberated and 
made useful suggestions toward curbing the 
wildfire menace at the local, national and 
international levels. 



Cont’d
These professionals acknowledged the 
benefits derived through collaboration 
in sharing information and researching 
new ways to tackle emerging issues.

There was a general consensus that 
Community-Based Fire Management 
(CBFiM) offers one of the most 
sustainable and adaptive approaches 
for effective management of wildfires 
especially for prevention and therefore 
should be intensified.



Cont’d
International co-operation is thus considered a critical 
component of modern day wildland fire management and 
control. In this wise, the efforts of the Regional Network 
across the globe are highly commendable. However, the 
various networks face great challenges; notably among 
them is the issue of funding their activities. For AfriFireNet, 
our members are not daunted by these challenges. We 
are ever willing and ready to work tirelessly to save our 
forests and environment from the wildfire menace and we 
count on the international community and our partners to 
support us achieve this feat. 

Indeed, Wildfire 2011 made remarkable strides and it is 
hoped that the recommendations given will be 
implemented with utmost commitments. South Korea 2015 
promises to be even much revealing and intriguing. 



Thanks for your attention!


