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Dear Readers,

On October 10th 2001 the international community celebrated the International Day for Disaster Reduction.
On this occasion, numerous activities took place over the world; press releases were issued by the ISDR
Secretariat and its partners, children produced risk maps, seminars were organized, training sessions,
debates, television and radio shows, and the list goes on. The ISDR Secretariat will publish the detail of the
activities undertaken by people involved in disaster reduction in all sectors and at every level. In Geneva on
the occasion of the Day, the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction was given to this year’s
winner, the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC) of Freiburg University in Germany.We have pasted below the
message of the Secretary-General of the United Nations on the occasion of the International Day for Disaster
Reduction. You will also find extracts of the speeches given by Mr Vladimir Petrovsky, Director-General of the
United Nations Office at Geneva and by the Director of the ISDR Secretariat, Mr Sálvano Briceño, on the occa-
sion of the ceremony of the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction. We would be grateful for any infor-
mation on the celebration of the International Day for Disaster Reduction in your country, organization or ins-
titution or for your entries to this year’s risk mapping context which is open until 31 December 2001. Please
send your material to the ISDR Secretariat (52 rue des Pâquis, 1201 Geneva, CH, fax: 4122 917 90 98/9, email
isdr@un.org or appeln@un.org).We wish you an informative read.

The Secretariat for the ISDR.



2

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL
MESSAGE ON THE INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER
REDUCTION
"Countering Disasters, Targeting Vulnerability"

10 October 2001
The annual observance of the International Day for Disaster Reduction offers an opportuni-

ty for the world community to focus its attention on preventing natural disasters and improving the
way we deal with the consequences. The past year has seen no let-up in the growing incidence
of natural disasters. Powerful earthquakes struck India, El Salvador and Peru; floods ravaged
Africa and South Asia; droughts continued to plague Afghanistan, Central America, and Sri
Lanka; and volcanic activity has again struck Ecuador. The global toll of devastation and death
has left families and economies reeling. And in some cases, natural disasters can amplify man-
made emergencies, as we are all too aware from unfolding events in Afghanistan.

Along with the growing number of natural disasters, vulnerability is also increasing. While no
country is entirely safe, poorer countries in particular lack the capacity to and prevent and prepare
for disasters. With the urban population of developing countries having reached more than 1.3 bil-
lion, people are forced to inhabit disaster-prone areas such as flood plains and deforested lands.
Inadequate planning and land-use further raise the risks.

The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) aims to limit the losses and suffering. The
strategy calls on local communities to mobilize, for example by developing risk maps and early war-
ning systems. It urges Governments to create and enforce strict building codes. And it seeks to
exploit scientific and technical knowledge to devise responses that go beyond short-term humani-
tarian assistance. United Nations agencies and their partners are strongly committed to carrying
out this strategy by bringing people and expertise together in the search for solutions.

Natural hazards will always challenge us. But it is within our power to ensure that poverty
does not turn hazards into unmanageable disasters. And it is within our power to join forces,
address the immense complexities of disaster reduction, and build a world of resilient communities
and nations equipped to counter the adverse impact of natural hazards and related environmental
and technological disasters.

2001 United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction
The annual ceremony of the 2001 United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction took
place on Wednesday 10 October 2001 at the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG), Palais des
Nations, as part of the International Day for Disaster Reduction celebrations. The ceremony was
chaired by Mr. Vladimir Petrovsky, Director General of UNOG and Guest of Honour. Present was
also Mr. Tatsuya Tanami, Director for International Relations and Special Projects at the Nippon
Foundation, the Japanese sponsor of the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction.
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Mr. Petrovsky handed over the Sasakawa Award and the cheque of 50,000 USD to the
2001laureate, the Global Fire Monitoring Centre (GFMC), which was represented by its Director,
Mr. Johann Goldammer and members of his team, Ms. Blasel and Mr. Held. Together with Mr.
Tanami and Mr. Briceño, the Director of the ISDR Secretariat, Mr. Petrovsky proceeded to present
three Certificates of Distinction to Ms. Corazón de León, former Chair of the Civil Service
Commission of the Government of the Philippines on behalf of the Philippines Institute of
Volcanology (PHIVOLCS), to Mr. Terry Jeggle, on behalf of Mr. Brian Ward, one of the founding
Directors of the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre (ADPC) in Bangkok, and to Mr. Joseph
Busiega, First Secretary at the Permanent Mission of Kenya to the United Nations in Geneva, on
behalf of Professor Isaac Nyambok, Professor at the University of Nairobi. Four Certificates of Merit
were also presented; to Mr. Amod Dixit, Director of the National Society for Earthquake Technology
of Nepal, to Her Excellency, Ms. Olmeda Rivera Ramirez, Ambassador of Honduras to the United
Nations in Geneva, on behalf of the " Comisión Permanente de Contingencias (COPECO) " from
Honduras, to Mr. Klaus Tietze, on behalf of the Nyos Monoum Degassing Project Advisory
Committee, and to Mr. Felipe Ernst, First Secretary at the Permanent Mission of the Republic of
Chile to the United Nations in Geneva, on behalf of the " Oficina Nacional de Emergencia (ONEMI)
" in Chile.

The 2001 laureate and the recipients of Certificates were congratulated for their innovative work in
the field of disaster reduction, and encouraged to pursue their efforts.

The Director General of UNOG, Mr. Petrovsky, reaffirmed UNOG’s full support to the issue of disas-
ter reduction as a priority concern on the international agenda, and welcomed the International
Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) as the unique international platform and mechanism part of
the international institutions located in  Geneva to promote disaster reduction activities worldwide.
The ceremony was concluded by a presentation of GFMC’s activities in the field of wildfire reduc-
tion at the international level, in cooperation with several UN agencies and other international sta-
keholders. The ceremony was followed by substantive roundtable discussions on the ways to impro-
ve disaster reduction in the twenty first century. A constructive discussion took place between the
panelists (Sasakawa Laureate 2001 and the recipients of Certificates) and the floor, composed of
representatives from universities and from the scientific community, who all agreed on sound awa-
reness raising for successful disaster reduction initiatives. The United Nations Sasakawa Award for
Disaster Reduction as well as the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction were recognized as
appropriate international instruments and to bring together actors in disaster reduction for the bene-
fit of vulnerable communities worldwide.

For information on the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction and the 2002 nomi-
nation process, please visit the ISDR website (www.unisdr.org) or contact Ms. Christel Rose, tel. (41
22) 917 97 17, fax (41 22) 917 90 98/9, E-mail : rosec@un.org
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Mr Vladimir Petrovsky
Director-General of the United Nations Office at Geneva
Wednesday 10 October 2001
It is an honour for me to be with you today to introduce the 2001 Ceremony of the United Nations
Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction on the occasion of the International Day for Disaster
Reduction. I wish to thank all of you for travelling to Geneva to attend this important and prestigious
event aimed at rewarding the most innovative approaches in disaster reduction worldwide. I wish to
thank in particular the Nippon Foundation without whom this international prize would not exist, and
express appreciation to Mr. Tanami for travelling from Japan for the ceremony, thereby emphasizing
the Nippon Foundation’s interest in ensuring that disaster reduction is properly reflected at the inter-
national level. I also wish to thank Mr. Briceño, the Director of the International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (ISDR) and Administrator of the United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction
for organizing this important event in Geneva, thereby reaffirming the leading role of the Geneva
International as the centre for the promotion of human rights and humanitarian assistance, among
other key activities, in view of securing world peace and development.

We are meeting at a particular moment of our history. The terrorist attacks on the United States on
September 11th have reaffirmed our common humanity and clearly demonstrated that all human-
kind has a stake in providing a global response to the global threats that both terrorist-made and
natural disasters are at the top of the UN agenda. In meeting this challenge we need to keep in mind
the humanitarian threshold – the protection of civilians and the humanitarian assistance to them.

As for natural hazards and related natural and technological disasters they are becoming a global
challenge for the international community and modern societies whose economic development and
years of efforts, in particular in developing countries, can be set back in some minutes by the devas-
tating impact of sudden disasters. Disasters do not discriminate and affect developing and develo-
ped countries alike. In a globalized world characterized by growing interdependence, the cross-bor-
dering nature of disasters makes them a global concern and challenge for social stability and world
peace.

Disaster reduction represents a central element of development strategies. Disaster reduction pre-
vents the interruption of the economic life by protecting economic lifelines and infrastructures and
preserves the tourism industry. It places the human being at the centre of disaster reduction initia-
tives by promoting the empowerment and capacity-building of local communities, including their
participation in the decision-making process for disaster reduction. Disaster reduction aims at pro-
viding vulnerable communities with an equal access to protection against disasters and contributes
to ensuring that developing countries regularly hit by severe disasters are not marginalized from the
international markets and are given a chance to become full players in the global economy.
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Disaster reduction is high on the UN agenda. The Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. Kofi
Annan, himself described the twenty-first century as the century of culture prevention. An inter-
agency response is needed for the provision of assistance to affected populations, in particular,
regarding the situation inside Afghanistan after three years of drought, more than two decades of
protracted conflict, and the current anti-terrorist operation. The UNOG, as the European Centre of
the United Nations, strongly supports disaster reduction initiatives and is pleased to facilitate the
work of the Inter-Agency Secretariat for the ISDR and of the United Nations Inter-Agency Task
Force for Disaster Reduction. In this context, the Geneva network of UN organizations and
Specialized Agencies, composed of over 40 agencies of the UN family and several dozen other
governmental and non-governmental organizations, is available to enhance the required inter-agen-
cy cooperation for disaster reduction, as one of the most important mechanisms to ensure a suc-
cessful implementation of the ISDR worldwide. UNOG, with the generous support of the Swiss
authorities, also allocated the ISDR Secretariat in the Palais Wilson offices and strongly supports
awareness-raising initiatives, in particular the annual World Disaster Reduction Campaigns organi-
zed by the ISDR Secretariat, culminating every year on the International Day for Disaster
Reduction.

I wish to take this opportunity to welcome Mr. Briceño in his new functions, since June 2001, as the
Director of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), and to congratulate him and
his team for the efforts made in promoting disaster reduction worldwide, including in the most remo-
te parts of the world most in need of protection from disasters. I am particularly pleased to note the
strong support expressed by Member States on the occasion of the Economic and Social Council
(ECOSOC), to ensure, through ISDR, the continuity and consolidation of the 10 year experience in
disaster reduction acquired during the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
(IDNDR) as well as the broadening of the disaster reduction constituency and network of compe-
tent partners to disseminate the disaster reduction message.

I wish you and your team every success in advancing the noble cause of disaster reduction world-
wide. I encourage all colleagues and partners present today to provide the necessary cooperation
and support to the ISDR Secretariat in promoting a global culture of prevention in order to make of
the Earth a safer place for all to live in the twenty first-century.

Thank you.
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2001 UNITED NATIONS SASAKAWA AWARD FOR DISASTER
REDUCTION
Ceremony of Delivery of the Prize,
Wednesday 10 October 2001
Address by Sálvano Briceño
Director ISDR

I am very pleased to welcome all of you today at the 2001 Ceremony of the United Nations
Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction, on the occasion of the International Day for Disaster
Reduction. I am particularly grateful and honoured to welcome Mr. Petrovsky, the Director General
of the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG) and Mr. Tanami, Director for International Relations
and Special Projects at the Nippon Foundation, whose presence here today is an evidence of the
recognition, by the international community, of disaster reduction as a top priority concern on the
international agenda.

As we are all too aware, the challenges posed by natural disasters to our social and economic deve-
lopment, as well as to the world peace and stability, is greater than ever. During the 1990s, there
was a ten per cent annual increase in the economic loss generated by disasters worldwide, and cur-
rent projections for the future indicate that, without aggressive disaster reduction interventions, the
economic cost of disasters will account for a significant part of Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Our world is becoming more and more vulnerable as a result of the unsustainable consuming and
development patterns of modern societies, coupled with rapid population growth and the subse-
quent unplanned urban development in disaster prone areas. Climate change also represents an
exacerbating factor of existing natural hazards, and contributes to an increase in the frequency and
intensity of natural disasters worldwide inflicting unprecedented human hardship and suffering in
many countries.

In this increasingly instable international context, disaster reduction appears as an urgent approa-
ch for ensuring long-term protection against the impact of disasters. The most successful and inno-
vative technological advances and scientific progress for disaster reduction do not mean anything
if they are not shared and understood by communities in need of protection from disasters.
Awareness-raising and education on disaster reduction, which are part of ISDR’s primary functions,
play a central role in disaster reduction strategies, in support of technology transfer and information
sharing. The annual World Disaster Reduction Campaigns, which culminate on the International
Day for Disaster Reduction, every second Wednesday of October, represent a powerful mechanism
to mobilize all sectors of society around selected themes dealing with different aspects of disaster
reduction. The United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction has also been gaining visi-
bility and recognition at the international level, and proves to be an excellent vehicle to dissemina-
te and promote the disaster reduction message worldwide.
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By rewarding the most innovative approaches to disaster reduction, the Sasakawa Award indeed
encourages the application of science and technology at the local level, as well as technology trans-
fer and experience sharing, thereby contributing to the strengthening of community-based capaci-
ty-building and the recognition of valuable indigenous knowledge and traditional know-how in disas-
ter reduction. The ISDR Secretariat, as the Administrator of the United Nations Sasakawa Award
for Disaster Reduction, has witnessed over the recent years, thanks to more focused and simplified
Sasakawa Award selection procedures, a broader access of local communities to disaster related
information and technology, as well as an increased understanding on the ways to reduce and miti-
gate the impact of disasters.

The ISDR Secretariat is sincerely proud to contribute, through the United Nations Sasakawa Award
for Disaster Reduction, to ensuring a vital link to all vulnerable communities at threat even in the
most remote areas, and to allow them an equal access to protection through the implementation of
disaster reduction measures and capacity-building. Communities in disaster prone areas have a lot
to learn from each other as well as experiences to share in disaster reduction and prevention. The
ISDR Secretariat is fully committed to pursuing its efforts, in close cooperation with the Nippon
Foundation, to strengthen the outreach of the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction in order
to promote even further the disaster reduction message worldwide, for the benefit of the communi-
ties living with the permanent threat of natural disasters, with the ultimate objective of building a
safer world for all in the twenty first century.

I wish to congratulate all participants present today and to thank them for their fruitful and suc-
cessful interventions during the roundtable. I am glad to note the interest in disaster reduction
expressed from the floor and find it extremely encouraging for the ISDR Secretariat, and for me in
particular, as a newcomer in the disaster reduction domain, in order to pursue efforts in promoting
the disaster reduction message worldwide, in particular to reach the vulnerable communities which
most need protection 

The ISDR Secretariat is fully committed to strengthening the visibility of the United Nations
Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction at the international level, in close consultation with the
Nippon Foundation, in order to make the earth a safer place for all to live.

A successful disaster reduction is not a matter of individual and isolated initiatives, but relies, on the
contrary, on the involvement and commitment of all sectors of society for a coordinated and concer-
ted action worldwide. Community involvement represents the key of success, and I therefore invite
you all to become full players in contributing to a global culture of prevention, bxy nominating outs-
tanding candidates from the disaster reduction constituency to the sasakawa Award for Disaster
Reduction next year.

The nomination process for the 2002 United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction
should start by the end of November 2001. You will all be informed in due time to submit nomina-
tions from your respective country or organization.

In the meantime, let me thank you all again for your active participation and contribution to the dis-
cussions today.
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Meeting of the UN Administrative Committee on
Coordination’s Sub-Committee on Water Resources
The  main function of UN Administrative Committee on Coordination, founded in 1946,  is that of
facilitating the increased coordination of the programmes approved by the governing bodies of the
various  organizations of the United Nations system and, more generally, promoting cooperation
within the system in the pursuit of the common goals of the international community. The ACC Sub-
Committee on Water Resources held its annual meeting from 24 to 28 September 2001 at WMO’s
headquarters in Geneva. The meeting, chaired by WMO, covered a wide range of activities related
to the water agenda, many of which are of direct relevance to the ISDR. In particular, the Sub-
Committee decided to highlight future water challenges that will feed into the Secretary-General’s
report to the World Summit for Sustainable Development, including an input on risk management.
The meeting was briefed on progress made in the World Water Assessment Programme/World
Water Development Report.The WWAP/WWDR is an activity for which a Secretariat has been esta-
blished within UNESCO. The Report will be published every three years in connection with World
Water Day and the World Water Fora. The ISDR Secretariat will participate in one of the ten areas
of focus on 'managing risk', and will collaborate in the identification of indicators in line with the
development of its own Global Report on Disaster Reduction. In addition, the year 2003 will be the
International Year of Freshwater, whose programme of activities is coordinated by UN/Department
of Economic and Social Affairs and UNESCO.

For more information on ACC, please check http://acc.unsystem.org/-about/  
For more information on WWAP, please visit http://www.unesco.org/water/

Meeting of Inter-Agency Task Force Working Group on Risk,
Vulnerability and Impact Assessments
The Working Group on Risk, Vulnerability and Impact Assessments, established by the Inter-
Agency Task Force for the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction and chaired by UNDP, held
a meeting in Geneva on 3 - 4 October 2001. The meeting brought together over twenty-five mem-
bers who presented and discussed the initiatives in the field being implemented by their organisa-
tions/agencies. The members identified four priority areas of action for the effective co-ordination
of information management and dissemination: 1) Indicators; 2) Review of practices on the appli-
cation of tools for risk/vulnerability/impact assessments at the local level; 3)  Improving Global
Disaster Impacts Data; and 4) Webpage. A task manager has been assigned for each group. The
outcome of this meeting will be reported at the Inter-Agency Task Force meeting on 15 - 16
November 2001.
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The ISDR Secretariat addresses the Fifth Session of the
Conference of the Parties to the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD)
On 10th October 2001, the Director of the ISDR Secretariat addressed the Fifth Session of the
Conference of the Parties to UNCCD in Geneva. The address, which took place on the International
Day for Disaster Reduction, focused on the relationship between climate change and disasters. It
also underlined the need for increased collaboration between UNCCD and ISDR, as mentioned by
the Secretary-General of the World Meteorological Organization, Professor G.O.P. Obasi in his own
address to the Conference, especially as related to early warning systems. Further areas in which
cooperation between UNCCD and ISDR could be strengthened are regional programming, national
action plans, the promotion of synergies and sustainable development and public awareness and
commitment. Most notably, collaboration between UNCCD and ISDR was portrayed as particularly
relevant as related to the African continent given that numerous slow onset disasters highlight the
particularities of disaster reduction in this region and are as such an important vulnerability factor.
The full text of the address can be obtained from the ISDR Secretariat.
The UN Convention to Combat Desertification (CCD), which entered into
force in 1996, responds to the urgent concern of the international community to the adverse impact
of desertification and drought. The need for such a convention was raised furing the UNCED confe-
rence in Rio-92. Over 170 countries are now Contracting Parties.

World Summit on Sustainable Development, Johannesburg
September 2002
The World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD) – also known as Rio+10- will take place
in Johannesburg, 2-11 September 2002, ten years after the United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development, known as the “Earth Summit, held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. For
more general information on the WSSD and the preparatory work, see: www.johannesburgsum-
mit.org

The South African Government is expecting more than 60.000 attendees to the official WSSD and
parallel meetings. WSSD is expected to be attended by 193 Heads of State, 6000 accredited
Delegates and 3000 media representatives.
The parallel events include: Labour Summit; Youth Summit; Urban Greening Congress; Indigenous
Peoples Conference; Sustainable Tourism Conference; Medical Conference-Sun City;
Environmental Lawyers - Durban; WOMAD- Post Summit.

WSSD will assess achievements of Agenda 21 and legacy of Rio, UNCED -92 (fulfilment of conven-
tions) and a Johannesburg Programme of Action is expected to be adopted for renewed com-
mitment to the implementation of Agenda 21, based on clear commitments, targets delivery mecha-
nisms, resources and monitoring.
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The ISDR framework is promoting stronger links between disaster reduction and sustainable deve-
lopment (environment protection, social and economic development), both in substance and part-
nership. The aim is to include disaster reduction as an element for sustainable development in the
Johannesburg WSSD agenda and follow-up Programme for Action, as well as a cross cutting issue
in all other relevant areas of action (poverty eradication, human settlements, ocean, climate, fresh
water, mountain protection, combating desertification and drought, etc.).

The agenda for the WSSD is determined by the Preparatory Committee (CSD-10 act as PrepCom).
Important for the definition of agenda are the recommendations and priority areas defined by
Governments in the Regional Preparatory Meetings, and by crucial inter-governmental meetings,
such as: the Bonn Fresh Water conference (Dec. 01), the World Food Summit, Climate change
UNFCCC COP7, land degradation CCD COP5, and others.

As part of the strategy to enhance the topic, Ms. Carolyn McAskie, on behalf of USG Mr. Oshima,
officially briefed the Bureau members for the World Summit during their third meeting in New York,
2 Oct. 01, on the links between natural disaster reduction, preparedness and relief and the objec-
tives of sustainable development. Recorded in the Minutes, the Bureau expressed strong interest in
the UN System work in this area and invited us to actively contribute to the Summit's preparation in
the area of natural disaster reduction.

The regional preparatory meetings are taking place these months. The High-level Ministerial pre-
paratory meeting for Europe took place in September in Geneva, the African one took place 15-18
October in Nairobi and the Latin American and Caribbean one took place 23-24 October in Rio de
Janeiro. ISDR Secretariat participated in all of them and in the case of Africa and Latin America and
the Caribbean, both the assessment reports of progress and the Ministerial declarations make spe-
cific reference to natural disasters as part of the constraints for development, as well as includes
disaster prevention, preparedness and management as a priority for action for the future (stressed
in the African Ministerial Declaration).

The Asian High-level Meeting is due to take place in Cambodia, 27-29 November.

It would be useful that ISDR partners and National platform work with the Ministries of Environment
and national committees for the follow up to Agenda 21 to include concerns relating to disaster
reduction into the priorities of action.

For more information, please contact the ISDR Secretariat: Mrs. Molin-Valdes molinvaldes@un.org

ISDR National Platforms
For more information on national platforms, contact M. Muller, email: mullerm@un.org
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Second forum on “Extreme Natural Phenomena:
Consequences, Prevention, Tools” in Leipzig, Germany.
The ISDR Secretariat addressed the opening session of and participated in the second forum on
“Extreme Natural Phenomena: Consequences, Prevention, Tools” from 24 Sept to 26 Sept in
Leipzig, Germany, organized by the German Committee for Disaster Reduction. The second day of
the forum, the 25th of September, was dedicated to the International Day for Disaster Reduction.
Seminars and presentations took place on two of this year’s World Disaster Reduction Campaign
sub-themes, namely on “Building Disaster Resistant Infrastructures”, and “Mobilizing Local
Communities in Reducing Disasters” as related to national and international disaster management
issues.

13th meeting of the UK Advisory Committee for Natural
Disaster Reduction
Within the framework of its policy to strengthen its cooperation with National Platforms, the ISDR
Secretariat attended the 13th meeting of the UK Advisory Committee for Natural Disaster Reduction
on 27 September. The presence at this meeting of the Executive Secretary of the German National
Committee for Disaster Reduction marked the beginning of fruitful perspectives for collaboration
between European national platforms and sets an example of interaction at the national level with
a view to reaching common objectives with regard to natural disasters in a specific region.

Building Safer Urban Communities in the South Pacific
The governmental and economic focus of most Pacific Island Countries is concentrated in a few
urban centres, and the sustainable development of these nations and the wider region therefore
depends upon their security and prosperity. National and regional organisations concerned with
disaster reduction and community resilience are seeking to raise awareness of the need to mana-
ge such sources of risks to people, community lifelines, and property, which are often exacerbated
by a lack of effective planning, non-legislated or non-enforced building safety standards, poor foun-
dation conditions, and a low level of response and recovery preparedness to manage major urban
disasters. The workshop will address these problems by examining a range of key issues and pro-
moting appropriate planning for infrastructure development, the legislation and enforcement of
national building codes, and the creation of a local capacity to conduct Urban Search and Rescue
(USAR), well co-ordinated with the overall multi-agency emergency response operation.The work-
shop, organised by the Disaster Management Unit of SOPAC in collaboration with France and other
local and international partners, is to be held in Suva, Fiji Islands, from 7 to 9 November 2001.

For more information, please contact SOPAC/DMU, Mr. Alan Mearns (alan@sopac.org)
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News from Latin America and the Caribbean
International Centre for Research on the El Niño
Phenomenon (CIIFEN) To Be Set Up in Guayaquil, Ecuador
On Wednesday 19 September, at Ecuador’s Presidential Palace, the acting Ecuadorian Foreign
Minister, Ambassador Jaime Marchan, and the Secretary General of the World Meteorological
Organization (WMO), Prof. Godwin P. Obasi, signed a Memorandum of Cooperation between the
Republic of Ecuador and the WMO on the Specific Modalities for the Creation, Development and
Operation of the International Centre for Research on the El Niño Phenomenon (CIIFEN), to be
based in the city of Guayaquil. The President of Ecuador, Dr. Gustavo Noboa, attended the cere-
mony as the witness of honour.The Centre’s two main tasks will be to promote and carry out resear-
ch on the El Niño/Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Phenomenon and developing mathematical models
to adapt world climate forecasting to the regional and national level, and providing outreach ser-
vices to the users of ENSO data and forecasts.

As mandated by the General Assembly of the United Nations and resolution 55/197, within the fra-
mework of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR), the Centre must reinforce
its links with other regional and international organizations that engage in climate research or
employ information on El Niño for areas such as disaster preparedness, agriculture, health, tourism
or energy planning.

CARDIN Advisory Committee meeting in Jamaica
Caribbean Disaster Information Network (CARDIN) Project Advisory Committee meeting was held
in Kingston, Jamaica 28 of September, with the participation of representatives from Jamaica,
Cuba, Netherlands Antilles, Martinique, St. Kitts and Nevis, as well as from ECHO, CDERA, IFRC,
ISDR Secretariat and PAHO. CARDIN was established in 1999 to strengthen capacity within the
Caribbean Region for the collection, indexing, dissemination and use of disaster-related information
in the English, Spanish, Dutch and French speaking Caribbean. For further information please
contact: cardin@uwimona.edu.jm
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Third Meeting of the Special Committee on Natural
Disasters of the Association of Caribbean States (ACS)
The Third Meeting of the Special Committee on Natural Disasters of the Association of Caribbean
States (ACS) was held at the headquarters of the ACS Secretariat in Port of Spain, Trinidad and
Tobago, on 20 and 21 September 2001, with the participation of representatives from Colombia, El
Salvador, Grenada, Guatemala, Haiti, Mexico, Trinidad and Tobago, the Netherlands Antilles, and
France on behalf of its overseas territories Martinique, Guadeloupe, and French Guyana. Also pre-
sent were representatives from the Pan-American Health Organization (PAHO), the Caribbean
Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA), the Centre for Natural Disaster Prevention in
Central America (CEPREDENAC), and the ISDR Secretariat.

Among the topics covered were the status of the projects selected during the last meeting of the
Technical Group of the Special Committee on Natural Disasters, the development of a strategy form
implementing PAHO’s SUMA Humanitarian Supply Management System and the Disaster Stockpile
System (DESINVENTAR) and the establishment of national post-disaster funds.

For more information, please contact Mario Estrada Cuevas, mfestrada@acs-aec.org


