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MoAttikn

[k€opyk MkOAvTapep: ‘OAa TA KOUMATA TNG XWPAS TIPETIEL VAL
unootnpiEouv TNV aveéaptntn EMITPOMN)

Eivor mépa moAd onpoavtikd va cuvaivésouy 0yt wdvo to koPepvov koppa kot NA, aAld
O TOL KOUUOTA TG XDPOG KOL VAL VTOSTNPIEOVY avTV TV aveEApTN TN EMLTPOTT), ONADVEL GE
ovvévtevnén tov oto AITE-MIIE o emikepaing tov «llaykocov Kévipov IMapakorovdnong
[Mupkayidvy, mov déytnke mpdtacn and tov AL, Toimpa vo tpoedpedoet pag d1efvoig
EMTPOTNG Y10, TN SEPEHVNON TOV ALTIOV TOV TLPKAYLDV

Eivon mépa moAd onpavtikd va cuvaivésouy 0yt wdvo to kuPepvov koppa kot n Néa
Anpoxpartio, 0AAG OAo TO KOLUOTO TNG YOOGS KoL VO LTOSTNPIEOVY TNV TNV aveEapTn
emTpont), ONAmvel o cuvEvTevEn Tov oto AIIE-MIIE o emkepaing tov «Ilaykocuiov
Kévtpov IMaparxorovdnong [upkayidvy (Global Fire Monitoring Center - GFMC) tov OHE,
IMoéyav I'céopyx I'kdOAvtapep, mov d&yTNKE TPpoTOoN 0o Tov ALEEN Toinpa vo Tpoedpedoel
pog 01efvoig EMTPOTNG Yo TN SIEPELYNON TOV UTIAOV TOV TVPKAYLOV. «[Ipénet va
EMIKPATNGEL | AOYIKY], L TOL BLKOD Kol €M TOV TOMTIKOV GLUPEPOVTOG. AVTh elvat KoTd
TNV GToyn Lov 1 avaykoio cLVONKN Kol avTd (NTO ALMGTE, MGTE VO £XOVUE EMLTLYION,
CUUTANPOVEL O KOPLPOIOG EUTELPOYVOUOVOGS Yo Opato TupKraytdy Kot kabnyntig
«Oworoyiog twv [Mupkayidvy oto pnuicpévo Ivetitovto Maé I[Thavk tov [Mavemompiov
Tov DpdpumovpyK.
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Eiye v npd™ 0L Yvopuio pe v EALGS to pakpvo 1971, 6mmg Aéel 6T GuVEVTELEN TOV
KOl GUUUETENYE, pOMOTO, LEPIKA xpovia apydtepa (1985) oe katdoPeon mupkaylds ot
®doo. Ocmpel Kot Tovilel TOS TO0 TPOPANUA TOV TVPKAYIDOV, Oyl LdVvov otV EALGSH aALG
TOYKOOUIMG, «Etval TO OmOTELEGLO TOAADY AVEEEAEYKTWOV TAPAYOVIMV, Ol OTTO101 TPETEL VOl
exhelyouvy Kot emonpaivet, 6ti, OTMG gine Kot otov EAANva mpobumovpyod, ot 9oTiEg «dev
UTOPOVV VO AVTILETOTIGO0VV HOVO DAMKOTEYVIKE HEGH 0ALL c@atpikdy. Kot to facikdtepo
«mPETEL ALTA VO, Yivouv VOOt Kot VoL EQaprolovTon.

H emutponn, ™ omoiag o mpoedpevet, Oa eivar d1e0vng kot Ba Exet po opdda — Topniva pe
TEGGEPIS EMOTI|HOVES, O £VOG EK TV 0ToimVv Ba elval 0 EKTPOCHOTOG TNG EMLTPOTNG Kat Oal
Exel v emoen pe o ypageio Tov Tpmbumovpyov. Yroypappiletl emiong 6Tt «Atebvnig
EMTPOTN 0V onuaivel 0tt Bo EAMBovy TeplocOTEPOL E101KO01 0o T0 e€mTeptkd. Xtnv EAAGSQ
VILAPYEL £VaG LEYAAOG aplOUOG EEAPETIKMOV EMAYYEALATIOV KOl EMGTUOVOV Ol 0TToiot Kot Ho
GUVEPYOGTOVVY, EVM Y10 TO YPOVodldypappa Aéet 0Tl «Tic emdueveg efdouddec Oa
eKmovNnoov e Eva mpdypoppa Kot 0o EABovpe 6e ema@r e OAOLG TOV EUTAEKOUEVOVS POPEILS.
21 ovvéyela Bo avaADGOLUE TNV KATAGTAOT) Y10l VO EVTIOTIGOVLE TAL VITAPYOVTA KEVE GTNV
TPOANYT] KOL TNV OVTLILETMTIOT TWV TUPKAYIDVY.

*AIABAXTE EIIIXHY: «Koi 50 chikorrepa va o100étaue, ogv Qo ntay apkeTd Yo TIC
eCaupetikéc covlnkec tne owtiag oty Avoatolikny Attikny

Ako0lovOsi To mAjpes keiuevo s covévrevéns tov INoyay I'éopyx I'kolvrouep oo AIIE-
MIIE ka1 tov onuoacroypdpo Avravy Iloivypovakny

EP: Kipie kaOnynta, propeite katapyds va pog neite TL akpifog kavel to [Maykoopro
Kévtpo Iopaxorovdnonc upkayidv tov OHE omoio d1ev0vvere;

AIT: To 2001 evtayOnke oty otpatnykt) tov OHE o yeppavikn tpdtacm tng dexaetiog
tov ‘90 Yo TNV TayKOC U0 TOPOKOAOVON O™ Kot TPOANYN TV Tupkayidv. Extote
OnpovpynOnke £va TLKVO SIKTLO EUTEPOYVOUOVAOV KL VINPECIOV G€ OAES TIC NTEIPOVG,
(MOOTE VAL PTAGOVV TO EMOTNUOVIKE Hog copmepdouata o€ OAES TG xopes. H otpatnyum
a1 Kot paiota vd v oryida tov OHE givor onpovtikn 8101t amookomnel 6to va
v100eTBoVV 01 TPOTAGELS oG KOt VoL ANPOOVY 01 TOAMTIKEG OTOPACELS Y10l VOL ATOTPETOVTOL
gykaipmg Ta aitio dNpovpyiog TV TuPKAYLOV.

EP: Evowgépov atnv Evponn vmypie;

AIL: Ztn l'eppavia, v Bopeio Evponn oy, 010t1 dev vnpye 0épa mopkayiov. 't avtd
dtvope mpotepardta o€ dAleg Teployéc. Avtd ahlate BEPara PETog apol elyaple TupKAYLEG
aKopo Kot otn Xovndia kou t Ieppavia....

EP:... Mg v EALGO0 06 TOTE 0.0 0LEIGTE;

AIL: AmynmOnka otov tpwbumovpyo k. Toinpa v tpdtn pov yvopuia pe v EAAGSA, Tovg
"EXAnveg kot to eAAnviko tomio to 1971. Akdpa dev giyo Kapio oxéon e TIG TUPKOYIES.
Apyotepa, to 1985, ota mAaicio Pog ETGTNUOVIKIG OVTAAAAYG Yva LEPTLPOS TLPKAYIDV
oe 23 onpeia g yopos. Huovv 10t omnv Kafdra kot Bo emokentépovy v ®dco 6mov
elye exkpayel mopkayld kot {Tnoa vo, GUUUETACK® 6TV KatdoPBeon g 610 yoptd Mapiéc,
KA1 T0 omoio €ywve dektd amd TV T0TE EAANVIKY KLPBEpVnon. H dpapatikny avth epmepio pe
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empéace Padid Kot amd 1ote Eekivnoa va cuvepyalopon pe EAANveg cuvadélpoug Kot va
ePEVVH G€ PAO0G T TN TOV TVPKAYIDV.

EP: Extote d¢gv giyate Al ET0Q1] PE TO EAANVIKO KPATOGC;

AIT: Me tig Apyéc an’gvbelag oyt H emaen ftav mévtote pdévov EUesT), apov
ovvepyalopovy pe EAANvVeEC 6uvadEAPOLS, O1 0TTOI01 dPAGTNPLOTOIOVVTAL GE KPATIKEG
vanpeoieg, o [lavemotuia 1 dAhovg Becpovs. Me awtovg eneéepyacTiKape 00N Yies,
KaTELOVVOELG, TIG OTOlEG £XOVUE EKOMOEL KO GTO EAANVIKE, £vVa EVTLTTO £0MC0 KO GTOV K.
Toinpa, 1o T0 TOG LTopoHv Vo, amoPeLYOOvLY 01 TVPKAYIES, TAOG LTOPOVV 01 TOAITES VOl
dtpopemcovy TV {oN Toug £T161 dGTE Va TPooTatevfodv and Tic mupkayléc. [pémet Opwg
avtd va yivouv vopot kot vo epappoloviat....

EP: I'woti 6og kaieoe o k. Toinpag;

AIL: O EAMvog mpwBumovpydg pov {Nnoe va tpoedpevom o S1iefvoig mTpomng yio tnv
dlepevvnon TV atiov Tov mupkayldv. AteBvoig, oyt poévo Adym tov OHE, oAAd tpotictog
d10TL oTa TAaicla Tov ZupPovAiov g Evpdnng, Tov omoiov pérog eivan kot  EAAGSa,
EYOVLLE [0l GYETIKT EVTOAN. Zuvepyoalopaote Opmg kot pe tov Opyaviopd Ouwovopkng
Yvvepyaoiog kot AvantuEews (OOZA) omv Evpdnn kot vdpyel kot n 0pooTAavTiKng
ocvvepyacio. 1o Badud avtd o BENA TG AVTILETMOMIONS TOV TUPKAYIDV, LE TO OO0
0élovpe Paoikd va acyoAnbovue and Kool cuykekpipéva pe v EAAGSa, sivat éva O€ua
LLE TO OT010 ALGYOAOVUOCTE KOl GE TOVEVPOTOIKO EMiIMESO €0 Kot Kapd. Aapupdvovpe
ovve®S TPOTOPOoVAiES, EpyalONacTE GLVEXDG 0TO TAMiG10 ToL ZvpPovAiiov g Evpdmng kon
emelon n EALGSa tnv endpevn ypovid avaropBaver v mpoedpio pog 101K EXTPOTNS TOL,
oKeQTNKAE TG Ba propovoe va ivor o BEpa g cvvepyasiog pog polt tmg.

EP: Xvvéneoe Onhadn N (POVIKA 1] ETIGKEYTN 60 PE TNV TPOy®dia 6to MdaTt....

AIT: Oy, rav kdtt 10 omoio €ywve pepikég efdopddss. H copmtwon pe ta tparyikd yeyovorta
010 Mdtt tav 1 agopun yuo vor oG KaAESEL 1 EAANVIKY KuBEpvnon. Me 1o Bépa avtd
Bélape va aoyoAndovpe kot topa 060nke N evkarpio. Agv glvar kaBoAov amid dpms. Ola
0G0 0ONYNGAV OTIC TVPKAYIES, Ol LOVO €0 aAAG Kou oty [Toptoyario Ko e GAAeg
TEPLOYES TO TAAVITY, £IVOL TO ATOTELEGILO TOAADV OVEEEAEYKTMV TOPAYOVIMV Ol OTOi0t
TPETEL VO EKAENYOLV...

EP: Tv GALho a@opovce N cuvavino cog pe 1ov K. Toinpa;

AIT: H mpookinon tov EAinva tpmBumovpyod apopovce, 6mwg eima, 61N dnuovpyia pog
aveEdptnng 01ebvoig EMTPOTNG, 1 TAPOLGIN OV GTO VO ONAMS® OTL Eiptat S10B€G1LOC 6TO
mAaiclo Tov TPoavEPEPD, 6To OTL Ba gijlon 6To TAEVPO TG EAANVIKNG KVPEPYNIONG O
oVUPOVAOG Kol EQOGOV YPELNCTEL VO cuvToviom TN dtodikacio. Aebvig emtpony| dev
onpaivet 6t Ba EABovv TEpIoGHTEPOL E101KOL OO TO EEMTEPIKO Y10, VO TAOIGIDGOLY TNV
EMTPOTN, OAAAQ LLE TNV £VVOLD TV J1EBVOV dpacTnploTHTOV Hog oL tepteypaya. Eiva
ONUOVTIKO va. onueldoovpe 6Tt oty EAALGda vtdpyet évag peydiog aptBpog eEapetikv
EMAYYEALLOTIOV KO ETIGTNHOV®OV, 01 01oiot kol Bo cuvePyaGTOVV.



EP: ITowa popo1] 0a £xel avTi) 1) EXTPOT KL TOLO EIVAL TO YPOVOILAYPURNA;

AIL: Oa éyo ot 61G0e0on LoV pia OUAdA-TTLPN VA LLE TECGEPLS EMOTNHOVES, O £VOG EK TOV
omoiwv Ba eivat 0 EKTPOGMTOC TG EMTPOTNG Kot Bal £yl TNV ETOPT LE TO YPOPELO TOV
npwBumovpyov. Tig endueves foopnades B EKTOVIGOLLE A0 KOVOU EVOL TPOYPOLLLLOL KO
101c, avTo elvar oAV onuavTiko, o EABoVUE GE ETOPN e OAOVG TOV EUTTAEKOUEVOVS POPEIC.
21 ovvéyeln Bo avaADGOLE TNV KATAGTOOT] Y10, VO EVIOTIGOVLE T VITAPYOVTO KEVA GTNV
TPOANYT] KOL TNV OVTILETMTLOT TOV TUPKAYIDV.

EP: Kot yia 10 Marty;

AIT: To Mdtt etvar  pdévov n apoppn| g tpdokinonc. Avtn n enttponn dev Ha diepevuvnoet
10 0¢pa oTIc AemTopuépelég Tov. [V avtd elvart approdior GAAOL TN GUYKEKPIUEVT) TEPITTOON
010 Mdrtt kot To eni pépovg yeyovata, To omoia gival 0N avTIkeipevo pedivg Ko
avaAOGE®V AAA®V, 0V Ba gumAarkobpie Kot dev Ba Tic oyoldoovpe mepartépw. [pémnet va to
o Opmg Eexdbopa: ot petaforég oto Tomio, n aAhayn xPNoNS TS YNG, N Malkn euYN TPOg
TapafePLoTIKOVG OIKIGILOVG Kot 1] GLVETAKOAOVON dvapyn ddunomn, to Mt oy éva tétoto
TOPAOELYLLOL, 1) KALOTIKT OAAOYT] KO TO OKPaio KOPIKE PAIVOUEVO TTOL OVTH TPOKOAEL, Efvar
GULVENELEC TPOUKTIKAOV 1) mapoaieiyewv ToADV dekaeTidv. Epels, oto Kévtpo
[Mopakorovdnong [Mupkayidv tov OHE kat oto Zvppodiio e Evpdnng dev fAémovue
OTTOLLOVOULEVO TIG TUPKAYLES, OAAG LEoa 6€ auTd To Waitepa cuvBeTo mAaicto. [Ipémetl va
Aoppdvovtar vToYn G0l AVTOL 01 TAPAYOVTEG TTOL TIG TPOKOAOVV. YTAPY oLV TOAAOT
EUTELPOYVOLOVES Ot omoiot cuppepilovtat avtég Tig amoyels. Ot «New York Times»
Eypayav TPOGEATO OTL OTTONTEITOL L0l VEOL EI00VG TPOGEYYIOT] TVPKAYLDV, OTWG EKEIVMV TNG
Kotlgpdpviag. H EAAGSa dev givar n povadikn nepintwon. Apyodtepa, dtav Ba kataAnEovpe
oto cvumepacpata Oa Kataotel evOEYOUEVAOS aVTIANTTO OTL APOPOVV KOl GE TEPITTMOCELG
onmg 10 Matt.

EP: Mg v apynyo ¢ aStopotikig avrutoAiitevong Tov k. Mnteotdkn giyote
EMKOWVOVIO 0L0 GVTO TO OLAOTNNA;

AIT: Miknoa 10m mpo dexonpépov mepimov e Tov K. MNTGoTdkn TNAEQ®VIKA, 0EV £XOVLLE
akopo cvvavindel aAld icmg vtap&et kot cuvavinon. (o.0. N N. Anupokpartio ékove YvooT
Kot véa TNAEQmVIKN emtkovovia v [Téumtn katd ™ ddpkela TG ETicKEYNS TOV K.
['cohvrapep otnv AMva). Ocwpd Opmg Tapo TOAD GNUAVTIKO VO GLVALVEGOVY O)L LOVO TO
KuPepvov koppa kot 1 Néa Anpoxpatioo oAl OAQ To KOUUOTO TNG XDPOG KOL VOL
VTOGTNPIEOVY LTV TNV AVEEAPTNTY| ETLTPOTY].

EP: [low evTon®on amokopicate oo TNV TOTE TNAEQPOVIKY] GOC EMKOIVOVIL IE TOV K.
Mnrtootdkn, 0o cvuvarvéoer;

AIL: Oa dovpe Tmg Oa eEglyBovv ta mpdypata. H tpocwmikn pov aichnon eivor 611 Bewpel
10 Bépa eBvikng omovdaidtntag, 6Tt TpdKeLTol yio £va BEpa Tov aPopd To HEALOV TNG

AOPO.
EP: O k. Toinpag 0€rer T ovvaiveon;

AlL: Agv pmop®d QuoIKd vo JUANo® €K HEPOLS ToL K. Toimpa, aALE amd TV yevikoTtepn
ATUOCPALPO TNG GLINTNONG WITOPD VO T MG VINPEE CLUEMVIL OTL Y10, TV OVTILETMOTION



TOV TUPKAYIOV TPETEL VO GUVEPYAGTEL OAOKANPN 1) KOWVOVIO, KOL GE QLTHV OVIIKOVY QUK
KOl TOL KOUULOTOL.

EP: Awowdoéeite 61 Oa yivel ot K. KaONyNTa;

AIT: Nat, 61611 6 TeEevTaio avAAVOT TPEMEL VO ETKPOTNGEL 1) AOYIKT €l ToL Bupikod Kot
€M1 TOV TOMTIKOD GUUEEPOVTOC. AVTN €lvorl KOTA TNV GATOWT| LoV 1 avaykaioo cuvOnkn kot
avtd Nt A mote dote va Exovpe emtuyio. Elivatl mépa mold onpovtikd va vrapéet
OLVOIVEST] YEVIK®MG, Oyl LOVO GE £0VIKO EMIMEDO Y10 VO EEMEPOAGTOVV TOL TOALTIKA KOl
SOIKNTIKA EUTOS0L, OAAG Kol GE LITEPEBVIKO, SLOTL 01 GVVETELEG TV TLPKAYLOV VIEPPaivovv
T sOvopa. O kamvdg, To 010E€1010 TOL EKAVETOL GTNV OTOGPaALP, OV EUmodilovtal amd Ta
ebvikd ovvopa, Bpickovpe vroieippato axdpa Kot oty Avtapktikr. [Ipémel va
OKEPTOLOOTE TOYKOGHLA, oo TIC pukpég Kowotnteg puéypt tov OHE. Tlpénetl va dpdcovue pe
TOyKOGLLOL AOYIKY.

EP: Tv aAro ovi{ntioate pe tov k. Toinpa katd T poKkpa cuvavtinon cog;

AIT: Katd v pdypatt paxpd cuvévinon pog cvinmoape d1e&odkd to 0épa tov
TLPKAYIOV 0O OAEG TIC TAEVPEG TOV, SLOTL HEV UTOPOVV VAL AVTILETOTIGOOVV pdvo
VMKOTEYVIKA PEGA, OVTO elval oXeTIKE amAd, AAAG COUPTKAL.

Source:
https://left.qr/news/gkeorgk-gkolntamer-ola-ta-kommata-tis-horas-prepei-na-ypostirixoyn-tin-
anexartiti-epitropi

English translation

It is very important that not only the ruling party and the Nea Dimokratia, but all the parties
in the country support this independent commission, say in an interview with ANA-MPA the
head of the "Global Fire Monitoring Center" who was asked by Alexis Tsipras to chair an
international committee to investigate the causes of the fires

It is very important that not only the ruling party and Nea Dimokratia, but all the political
parties in the country support this independent committee, states in his interview, the head of
the “Global Fire Monitoring Center Monitoring Center” — GFMC of UN, Johann Georg
Goldammer, who was invited from Alexis Tsipras to chair an international committee in
order to investigate fire causes. "Rationality must prevail on emotions and on the political
interest. This is in my view, the necessary condition, and that is what | call for success™ says
the top fire expert and professor of "Fire Ecology" at the famous Max Planck Institute of the
University of Freiburg.

He had his first acquaintance with Greece back in 1971, as he said in his interview and even
participated a few years later (1985) in extinguishing a fire in Thasos. He considers and
stresses that the problem of fires, not only in Greece but globally, "is the result of many
uncontrollable factors that must be eliminated” and points out that, as he said to the Greek
Prime Minister, the fires "cannot be dealt only with logistical capacity but in a comprehensive
manner”. And the most important is "that these must be made laws that will be applied”.

The committee, which will be chaired, will be international and will have a core group of
four scientists, one of whom will be the commission's representative and will have contact
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with the prime minister's office. He also stresses that "International Committee does not mean
that more experts will come from abroad. There is a great number of excellent professionals
and scientists in Greece who will work together ", while for the timeline it says:" In the
coming weeks, we will develop a program and we will get in touch with all the stakeholders.
We will then analyze the situation to identify the existing gaps in the prevention and response
to fires".

*READ ALSO: "Even we had 50 helicopters, it would not be adequate for the exceptional
fire conditions in eastern Attica"

Below is the full text of the interview of Johann Georg Goldammer in the APE-MPA
and the journalist Antonis Polychronakis

Q: Professor, can you tell us first what exactly the UN GFMC that you chair does?

AIP: In 2001, a German proposal of the 1990s on global fire monitoring and prevention was
included in the UN strategy. Since then a dense network of experts and services has been set
up in all continents to disseminate our scientific conclusions in all countries. This strategy
and especially under the auspices of the UN is important because it aims at adopting our
proposals and take political decisions to prevent the causes of fires on time.

Q: Is there interest in Europe?

AB: In Germany, northern Europe, no because there was no fire issue. That is why we have
given priority in other areas. This has changed of course, this year after we had fires even in
Sweden and Germany....

Q: ... With Greece since when do you deal?

AP: | told Prime Minister Mr. Tsipras about my first acquaintance with Greece, the Greeks
and the Greek landscape in 1971. I still had nothing to do with the fires. Later, in 1985, as
part of a scientific exchange, | witnessed fires in 23 locations in the country. | was then in
Kavala and I would visit Thasos where a fire had exploded and | asked to participate in her
extinction in the village of Maries, which was accepted by the then Greek government. This
dramatic experience has profoundly influenced me and since then | have begun to work with
Greek colleagues and to investigate in depth the causes of the fires.

Q: Since then, you didn’t have any other contact with the Greek state?

CA: Directly with the Authorities no. Contact was always only indirect, since | worked with
Greek colleagues who are active in state services, universities or other institutions. With
them, we have worked out guidelines and directions, which we have also published in Greek,
and | gave Mr. Tsipras a leaflet on how to prevent fires, how citizens can shape their lives in
order to protect themselves from fires. But these must be made laws and applied ....

Q: Why did Mr. Tsipras call you?

AC: The Greek Prime Minister asked me to chair an international commission to investigate
the causes of the fires. International, not only because of the UN, but primarily because
within the framework of the Council of Europe, of which Greece is a member, we also have a
mandate. But we work together also with the Organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD) in Europe and there is the Euro-Atlantic cooperation. To this extent,
the issue of dealing with fires, with which we basically want to deal in common specifically
with Greece, is a matter that we have been dealing on a pan-European level for a long time.
We are constantly taking initiatives, we are constantly working within the framework of the
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Council of Europe and because Greece is holding the chairmanship of a special committee of
it next year, we thought it might be the subject of our cooperation with it.

Q: So, your visit coincided with the tragedy in Mati.

AP: No, it was something that happened a few weeks ago. The coincidence with the tragic
events at Mati was the triggering event so that the Greek government invited us. We wanted
to deal with this and now we were given the opportunity. It is not at all simple, though.
Everything that led to the fires, not only here but also in Portugal and elsewhere on the
planet, is the result of many uncontrollable factors that must be eliminated ...

Q: What else your meeting with Mr. Tsipras concerned?

AP: The invitation of the Greek Prime Minister concerned, as | said, the creation of an
independent international committee, my presence in stating that 1 am available within the
framework | had mentioned, in the fact that | will be on the side of the Greek Government as
a consultant and if necessary to coordinate the procedure. International committee does not
mean that more experts from abroad will come to join the committee but involves the
meaning of our international activities | had described. It is important to note that there are a
great number of excellent professionals and scientists in Greece who will work together.

Q: What form will this committee have and what is the timetable?

A: | will have a core group of four scientists, one of whom will be the commission's
representative and will have contact with the prime minister's office. Over the next few
weeks, we will jointly develop a program, and in particular, this is very important, we will get
in touch with all the actors involved. We will then analyze the situation to identify the
existing gaps in the prevention and response to fires.

Q: And about the Mati?

A: The Mati is the only excuse for the invitation. This committee will not investigate the
issue in its details. That's why others are responsible. In the specific case of Mati and the
individual events, which are already the subject of research and analysis of others, we will
not get involved and will not comment on them any further. But | have to say it clearly: the
changes in the landscape, the change of land use, the mass shifting to holiday settlements and
the subsequent uncompleted construction, Mati was such an example, the climate change and
the extreme weather events it causes, are consequences of practices or omissions of many
decades. We, at the UN GFMC and the Council of Europe we do not see the fires as isolated,
but within this very complex context. All these factors have to be taken into account. There
are many experts who share these views. The New York Times recently wrote that a new
kind of approach on fires, such as those in California, is needed. Greece is not the only case.
Later, when we come to the conclusions, it may be perceived that these they also apply to
cases like Mati.

Q: With the leader of the main opposition Mr Mitsotakis have you been communicating
all this time?

AB: | talked about ten days ago with Mr. Mitsotakis by telephone, we have not yet met, but
there might be a meeting. (Nea Dimokratia also made public, of a new phone call on
Thursday during Mr Goldammer's visit to Athens). But | think it is very important that not
only the ruling party and Nea Dimokratia, but all the parties in the country, agree to support
this independent committee.



Q: What impression did you get from your telephone contact with Mr. Mitsotakis, will
he consent?

AP: We'll see how things will evolve. My personal feeling is that it considers this issue of
national importance; that is an issue concerning the future of the country.

Q: Does Mr. Tsipras want the consensus?

A: | cannot of course speak on behalf of Mr. Tsipras, but from the overall atmosphere of the
discussion | can say, that it was agreed that in order to address the fire, cooperation is needed
across society and in the society of course belong the parties.

Q: Are you confident that this will be done, Professor?

A: Yes, because ultimately rationality must prevail over emotions and political interest. This
IS in my view, the necessary condition, and that is what | ask, in order to be successful. It is
very important to have a general consensus, not only at national level, to overcome political
and administrative obstacles, but also to supranational, because the consequences of fires go
beyond the borders. Smoke, the dioxide released into the atmosphere is not blocked by
national borders, we find residues even in Antarctica. We need to think globally, from small
communities to the UN. We need to act with global logic.

Q: What else did you discuss with Mr. Tsipras during your long meeting?

DE: At our really long meeting, we have thoroughly discussed the issue of fire over all its
aspects, because fire cannot be dealt only with logistical capacity, that is relatively simple,
but in a comprehensive manner.



