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IFFN / GFMC Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin # 5 (3/2006 – 29 August 2006)

Dear members of the Regional Wildland Fire Networks:

This 5th issue of the Global Wildland Fire Network Bulletin again is providing information on the development of the Fire Management Code. We want to inform the recipients of the Bulletin, as well as other parties and individuals interested in the multi-stakeholder dialogue in developing the Code, that the Draft version of the Code is now available in four languages as a searchable web version and a downloadable PDF file (English, French, Russian and Spanish). Please note that the Spanish version will be available latest by Wednesday 30 August 2006.

English: 
http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/35488/en
French:
http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/35488/fr
Russian:
http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/35488/ru
Spanish
http://www.fao.org/forestry/site/35488/sp
Introduction: The Fire Management Code

Following requests from the FAO's Ministerial Meeting on Forests and the 17th meeting of the FAO Committee on Forestry (Rome, March 2005), the "Fire Management Code: A Framework of Guiding Principles and Strategic Actions for Implementation" has been drafted as a voluntary and legally non-binding instrument tailored primarily to land-use policy makers, planners and managers in fire management, including target users such as governments, private sector and NGOs. The scope of the Code includes the positive and negative social, cultural, environmental and economic impacts of natural and planned fires in forests, woodlands, rangelands, grasslands, agricultural and rural-urban landscapes. A short summary of the document's objectives and process is provided at the bottom of this message.

Following dialogue with the expert consultative group, the updated draft of the Code is now available on the FAO website for review and comments by the interested stakeholders. FAO has already distributed letters to Governments inviting feedback by 31 October 2006 to strengthen the Code. However, as there is a wide range of stakeholders involved directly or indirectly beyond Government authorities, your kind assistance is requested to relay this information through your regional and national networks, list servers and possibly through your own websites if appropriate. Comments and suggestions should be sent by email to 

Fire-Management-Code@fao.org
About the Fire Management Code
Every year, fires burn millions of hectares of vegetation worldwide. Many of these fires threaten lives and property, degrade human health, destroy crops and valuable resources, and produce emissions that affect the global atmosphere and climate, notably the global carbon cycle. At the same time, fire is an important tool for people throughout the globe that provides benefits for agricultural and forestry and It is clear that there are “good” fires and “bad” fires. The key to minimizing the detrimental effects of fire is a well managed, environmentally sustainable, and culturally acceptable fire management programme. 

In response to member country requests
 FAO, with collaborating partners
 are committed to a multi-stakeholder process to prepare a Fire Management Code to detail the framework of priority principles to provide the policy, legal, regulatory and other enabling conditions and strategic actions for more holistic approaches to fire management.

The Fire Management Code is a voluntary and legally non-binding instrument tailored primarily to land-use policy makers, planners and managers in fire management including target users as the State, private sector and Non-Governmental Organizations. The scope of the Code includes the positive and negative social, cultural, environmental and economic impacts of natural and planned fires in forests, woodlands, rangelands, grasslands, agricultural and rural-urban landscapes. 

Technically the fire management coverage includes early warning, prevention, preparedness (international, national, sub-national and community), safe and effective initial attack on incidences of fire and landscape restoration following fire. The Code provides an international framework, outlines cross-sectoral issues, elaborates on principles and attributes to balance social, cultural, environmental and economic dimensions of fire management and prescribes implementation guidelines. 

The Code provides the framework towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals: particularly Goal 1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; Goal 7: Ensure environmental sustainability; and Goal 8: Develop a global partnership for development.
The Code was prepared through a wide multi-stakeholder process and supported by FAO’s Regional Forestry Commissions. It will be presented to COFO, March, 2007 for consideration and appropriate action in regard to implementation, particularly capacity building to translate the Code into policies and practices and in formalizing responsibilities and procedures for monitoring and reporting. In May 2007 the Code will be presented at the 4th International Wildland Fire Conference. The attendees, a broad array of stakeholders, will strengthen partnerships and propose implementation strategies. 

Process (www.fao.org/forestry/site/35489/en)

Following requests from the Ministerial Meeting and 17th Committee on Forestry, FAO, Rome, Italy, March 2005 a technical group (FAO, USDA Forest Service, and the Global Fire Monitoring Center) met in FAO, Rome, December, 2005 to confirm the nature, scope and process for the Code and to elaborate on inputs for the a first draft. The first draft Code was prepared by the end of December, 2005 and shared through the UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network and other of fire specialists. A core group meeting of fire management specialists was held to consider the first draft of the Code, FAO, Rome, March 2006.

A second draft Code was prepared in April 2006 following the core group meeting as a reference document for an expert consultation on fire management. A multi-stakeholder expert consultation including Government, private sector, IGO, NGO, research and other stakeholders, was held in May 2006 to coincide with the planning meeting for the 4th International Wildland Fire Conference, Seville, Spain, 2007 to review the second draft of the Code.

The Code was introduced to the 6 Regional Forestry Commissions during the period March - October 2006, seeking guidance on the process, capacity building and implementation and encouraged countries and the fire management fraternity to provide feedback.

Following dialogue with the expert consultative group members this stable draft of the Code was uploaded to the web by 14 July for feedback. Invitations were distributed to Governments and through fire networks to provide feedback by 31 October to strengthen the Code. We encourage and welcome your comments and suggestions to Fire-Management-Code@fao.org.

It is proposed that:

· The technical group with inputs from a wide range of stakeholders and the expert consultative group will prepare the final draft of the Code by December, 2006.
· The final draft Code will be made available to the Committee on Forestry, March 2007 for their consideration and recommendations for its application and the provision of capacity building to member countries. 

· The final draft Code will be presented to the 4th International Wildland Fire Conference, Seville, Spain, May 2007 to discuss potential partnerships for implementation and capacity building. 

· The final Code will be published and disseminated in hard copy and CD formats and posted on the FAO Forestry website and alerts made through the UNISDR Regional Wildland Fire Networks and fire organizations.

· FAO, in collaboration with partners will conduct regional and national training workshops to introduce the Code and strengthen capacity for implementation – translating principles into policy, legal, regulatory and institutional frameworks and into key action for implementation into practice.
Note:

Earlier Global Wildland Fire Bulletins are archived in the GFMC repository at:

· http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de/media/news.htm 

GFMC Freiburg – FAO Rome, 14 July 2006

Johann G. Goldammer

� 3rd International Wildland Fire Summit, Sydney, Australia, October 2003; Ministerial Meeting on Sustainable Forest Management, March 2005, and Committee on Forestry, March 2005 (Para 53).


� Collaborating partners providing inputs on an “in kind” basis, with FAO undertaking the overall coordination, technical inputs, include members of the International Liaison Committee, 4th International Wildland Fire Conference, Seville, Spain, 2007; USDA Forest Service; Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC); UNISDR Global Wildland Fire Network; The Nature Conservancy; and other experts from the private sector, IGOs and NGOs.
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	International Forest Fire News (IFFN) is an activity of the FAO/UNECE Team of Specialists on Forest Fire and the Global Fire Monitoring Center (GFMC). IFFN is published on behalf of UNECE Timber Committee and the FAO European Forestry Commission and is serving the UN-ISDR Global Wildland Fire Network (GWFN). Starting in June 2005 the IFFN/ GFMC Bulletin will provide short news and global fire update information to members of Regional Wildland Fire Networks. GFMC Website: http://www.fire.uni-freiburg.de 
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